CITY OF ORANGE
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR
MINUTES – FINAL
March 2, 2011
Staff in Attendance:

Rick Otto, Zoning Administrator
Dan Ryan, Historic Preservation Planner
Diane Perry, Recording Secretary
Public Hearing: 3:00 p.m.

NEW ITEM:
1.

VAR No. 2206-10 – RUBY’S RESTAURANT-SIGN VARIANCE

A request for a Variance to exceed allowed sign area and to permit three signs on the
south elevation of a one-tenant commercial building with a Variance from Orange
Municipal Code Section 17.36.080, Wall Signs, Sections A and B.
186 N. Atchison Street, Old Towne Historic District
Staff Contact: Dan Ryan, 714-744-7224, dryan@cityoforange.org
ZA Action: Final Determination
______________________________________________________________________________
The Zoning Administrator (ZA), Rick Otto, opened the Public Hearing on Wednesday, March 2,
2011, at 3:08 p.m. for New Item No. 1 – VAR No. 2206-10, Ruby’s Restaurant-Sign Variance,
located at 186 N. Atchison Street, Old Towne Historic District.
Historic Preservation Planner, Dan Ryan, presented a project overview consistent with the
Zoning Administrator Agenda Item Report. Mr. Ryan included in his overview that there were
four major findings for the applicant’s request to have additional signage and stated that it
exceeded the sign area by only 11.75 sq. ft.
The ZA asked Staff, regarding the south-facing building, if there was any discussion with the
applicant of consolidating the signage so a Variance wouldn’t be needed; or was it because the
signs triggered a Variance anyway.
Mr. Ryan replied, regarding both of the different signs on the south elevation, that the applicant
felt that the higher sign would be more visible to the Chapman Avenue end and that the
placement of the other separate sign of “breakfast, lunch, and dinner” on that particular
architectural element of the building would be more readable and less congested rather than
trying to combine all the information together.
The ZA asked Staff if notices were mailed out and if any comments had been received.
Mr. Ryan confirmed yes, notices were mailed out and that one phone call was received from a
resident stating they were very happy to see improvements being made to the building and were
pleased with the project.
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The ZA opened the Public Hearing and asked if the applicant had any questions and/or
comments.
The applicant, Brian Price, representing Ruby’s Restaurant, address on file, stated he was
available for any questions. He stated that one of the considerations on the south-facing
elevation was the fact that it was so far from the street that if the lettering was kept too small it
would make it very difficult to see; from a perspective standpoint the larger lettering was
necessary to make it visible.
The ZA confirmed with the applicant that the sign palette was consistent with other Ruby’s
locations and that this was the basis for the three different signs on the elevation. The ZA also
stated he had visited the site prior to this meeting.
Public Comments:
None.
The ZA closed the Public Hearing.
The ZA approved VAR No. 2206-10, Ruby’s Restaurant-Sign Variance, to exceed the number of
wall signs and sign area for the south building elevation, based on the findings as listed in the
Staff Report and shown below; and with the recommended conditions also contained in the Staff
Report:
Findings:
1. Building Setback from Arterial Street.
2. Unusual Building Configuration.
3. Limited Visibility.
4. Readability and exposure of restaurant’s location.
ADJOURNMENT:

The Zoning Administrator adjourned the Public Hearing at approximately 3:12 p.m.

