CITY OF ORANGE COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT
PARK PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Minutes of Regular Meeting Held January 08, 2009
Council Chambers

I.

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Davidson called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance
Commissioner Remland led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call
Present:
Chair Davidson
Vice-Chair Gilmer
Commissioner Hairston (Arrived at 5:40 p.m.)
Commissioner Remland
Absent:
Commissioner Blanc
1.3 Adoption of Agenda
Motion:
Second:
Ayes:
1.4

Commissioner Remland
Commissioner Gilmer
Gilmer, Hairston, Remland

Approval of the Minutes for the regular meeting of October 09, 2008
Motion:
Second:
Ayes:

Vice-Chair Gilmer
Commissioner Remland
Davidson, Gilmer,Remland

(Commissioner Hairston arrived at 5:40 p.m.)
II.

PUBLIC COMMENT
None.
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III.

REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS
None.
Ms. Knight introduced Joe De Francesco, Interim Director of Public Works to the Commission.
Mr. DeFrancesco has worked for the City of Orange for 27 years. He has had experience working
for the Water Division in Customer Service, Maintenance and Management.
Mr. DeFrancesco noted that Community Services and the Public Works Department work closely
on many projects and he offered his assistance to the Commission.

ORAL REPORTS
4.1 Grijalva Gym Construction Update
(Ms. Strunk distributed photos to the Commissioners of the various projects to be discussed.)
Ms. Strunk reported on the progress of the Grijalva Gym Construction. She said that the City is
currently working on the roofing, window glazing, and fire sprinklers. The City is planning to
reopen the Spring/McPherson intersection. It has been redesigned so that there will be a complete
park access that connects Spring Street to Walnut.
4.2 El Camino Real Park Renovation
Ms. Strunk said that most of the demolition and a major portion of the grading has been
completed at El Camino Real Park. It was necessary for the City to close down the hand ball
courts because of vandalism. Since the hand ball courts were closed down, no vandalism has
occured. Ms. Strunk noted that the youth programs were able to remain in the original building
on site. The contractor came up with a proposal to phase construction so that moving the afterschool programs were unnecessary. As soon as they complete construction on the new building,
the after-school programs will move to the new facility. Construction will continue on the rest
of the park after the new building is completed.
4.3 El Modena Park Construction Update
Ms. Strunk reported that the El Modena Park Electrical Panel is complete. Staff had the final walk
-thru today, January 08, 2009. She said there were a few minor items that had to be addressed,
but she anticipated that the job would be closed by the end of this month.
4.4 Bike Trail – Tustin to Collins Update on Right-of-Way and Permit Process
Ms. Strunk said that the City has obtained two of three permits that are required. They are
awaiting the Water Quality Permit. The City has been able to negotiate the sale of two of the
private property easements, and is working with the Municipal Water District (MWD) with
their easement and it should be going to MWD’s Board within the next month. Staff has
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received the results of the preliminary contaminate testing and borings along the trail and
there are no contaminates to be found. Ms. Strunk said that the schedule would not be held up
for any environmental issues.

4.5 Update on Re-work at Hart Park Pool
Ms. Strunk referred to the photos of the pool she had distributed. The defective work by the
previous subcontractor on the Hart Park Pool Deck has been corrected and the Pool will be
opened in time for training in March.
Ms. Knight noted that the City had received a letter from the State to cease all projects
for Proposition 12 and Proposition 40. The state is freezing all funds in the area. That will
affect us in the area of the Grijalva Gymnasium Project. The City has over 3 million dollars in
state bonds for that project. The City has been in contact with its state representatives and the
Mayor has sent a letter yesterday to the financial committee at the state level letting them know
that we are in the crucial stages of building the gymnasium and that we presently do not have a
roof on the building. The City is not in a position to put more funds into the project. There will
be a special meeting and we are planning to attend as soon as we get a confirmation of the
date.

4.6 FY-09-10 Community Services Department Capital Improvement Program (C.I.P.) Submittal
Ms. Strunk distributed a list of projects that were scheduled to appear in the Capital Improvement
Program. Due to lack of funding, no new projects have been added to the list. These are only
projects that have already begun.
Ms. Hagan added that this packet is the one that will be discussed when the Commissions have
their joint study session with the City Council.
Ms. Strunk said that the status of the Steve Ambriz Park is still in flux. Ms. Knight noted that Del
Rio LLC went bankrupt, but Sun Cal said that they still wanted to complete the park. If they do not
complete the park, at some point, the city will make plans to take over the completion of the park
prior to the bankruptcy, the plans for the park were waiting for final approval, and the City was
waiting for the settlement of the site.
Mr. Reynolds, City Attorney, reported that the City had met with representatives of Sun Cal. The
City was gearing up in the fall to ask for bonds, but Sun Cal asked us to hold off on asking for the
bonds. What the City may want to do is issue the bonds and contract to have this done. The bond
issue is based on them actually building the park, using their funds and the City reimbursing them.
The City needs the advice of a bankruptcy attorney so that the City can decide whether or not to
go its own way.
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IV.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Policy for Standardization of Signage Designating Parks, Park Facilities and Trails
Ms. Knight said that the need for standardization of signage became apparent with the renovation
of El Camino Park. Ms. Strunk has included photos of the various park signs in the
Commission’s agenda packets of the different styles that presently exist. Staff needed to put
together a standard that can be a guideline not only for El Camino but for future parks.
Ms. Strunk said that the Policy was not meant to replace all existing signs but to provide a
standard that can be used when the existing signs need to be replaced. The policy was written
with the idea of allowing flexibility. One of the key pieces of the policy identifies several
different themes some have special historical and cultural value. The policy allows for sign
designs to reflect the themes of newer communities and to have night lighting for easy legibility.
Another aspect is branding of the signs so they consistently reflect standard information that is
part and parcel of the City of Orange. The policy allows for flags to be placed near the sign, but
minimizes landscaping.
Ms. Knight added that this policy is meant to provide guidance as to a balance of consistent
information to be provided within the sign and to allow flexibility as to theme. She also noted
that this standard would be helpful to developers who are planning or renovating City of Orange
Parks.
Chair Davidson asked about the limitation of landscaping to not above 3 inches. He wanted to
know what kinds of landscaping would apply. Mr. Robertson said there are some ground covers
that apply.
Commissioner Remland asked that if the policy goes through does that mean that the Commission
would not have to review every new sign that comes up?
Ms. Strunk agreed.
Commissioner Remland moved to accept the Policy for the Standardization of Signage
Designating Parks, Park Facilities and Trails with a recommendation for approval by the City
Council.
Motion: Commissioner Remland
Second: Commissioner Hairston
Ayes: Davidson, Gilmer, Hairston, Remland

VI.

NEW BUSINESS
None.
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VII. DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS
None.
VIII. ANNOUNCEMENTS
8.1 City Council Capital Improvement Program Workshop for FY 2009-2010 is
tentatively scheduled for March 24, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
IX. ADJOURNMENT
Motion: Chair Davidson
Second: Commissioner Hairston
Ayes:
Davidson, Gilmer, Hairston, Remland

______________________________
Marie Knight
Park Planning and Development Commission

______________________________
Tom Davidson, Chairman
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