CITY OF ORANGE COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT
PARK PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Minutes of Regular Meeting Held January 10, 2008
Council Chambers

I.

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Blanc called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

1.1

Pledge of Allegiance
Vice-Chair Davidson led the Pledge of Allegiance.

1.2

Roll Call
Present:
Chair Blanc
Vice-Chair Davidson
Commissioner Gilmer (Arrived at 5:35 p.m.)
Commissioner Remland
Absent:
Commissioner Hairston

1.3

Adoption of Agenda
Chair Blanc recommended that the Item 6.1 be discussed directly after Reports from
Commissioners.
Motion: Commissioner Davidson
Second: Commissioner Remland
Ayes:
Blanc, Davidson, Gilmer, Remland

1.4

Approval of the Minutes for the regular meeting of November 08, 2007
Motion: Commissioner Remland
Second: Commissioner Davidson
Ayes:
Blanc, Davidson, Gilmer, Remland

II.

PUBLIC COMMENT
None.
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III.

REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS
None.

IV.

ORAL REPORTS

4.1

Update of Hart Park Tennis Resurfacing
Mr. Robertson, Park Superintendent, said that the Hart Park Tennis Courts were aging and in very
poor condition. Originally, Mr. Robertson considered pouring a new concrete surface, but the
cost was very prohibitive and after consulting with the contractor, he decided to resurface the
tennis courts. For the short term, it was the best alternative. It is anticipated, since the tennis
courts were only resurfaced, that many of the problems that existed on the tennis courts surfacing
will reappear within a few years. Staff will address these problems as time goes on. Mr.
Robertson passed out photos of the resurfaced court to the Commissioners, and said that he was
pleased with the results. The contractor had to grind several areas and fill in the duck ponds that
existed.
Ms. Knight noted that this project was part of the Capital Improvement Projects (C.I.P.), but staff
is aware that our 511 account is dwindling as these funds are being used for some of our
larger projects. Mr. Robertson has been looking at his annual maintenance budget to see how
he can divert funds to other projects that are critical.
Mr. Robertson added that the cost of resurfacing tennis courts was $15,000 dollars.

4.2

Hart Park Pool Construction Update
Ms. Hagan said that the Hart Park Pool project is 41% complete. Demolition has been totally
completed. The contractors have begun pouring concrete this morning. Currently the project
is on schedule. There is a minor change order pending. Ms. Hagan reported that an extra exit
door is needed on the pool deck based on the pool’s maximum capacity. Staff is working with
the City’s Design Committee to help choose a door. It will be located at the southeasterly portion
of the wall. In that area an exit only door will be installed. From the outside of the wall it will
blend in and from the inside there will be an exit sign. Ms. Hagan said the completion date is
anticipated on June 6, 2008. The summer program will begin the third week of June.
Ms. Knight said that staff was planning a dedication for the pool and staff will be notifying
the Commissioners of the date.

4.3

Santiago Creek Bike Trail Project Update and Status of Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND)
Ms. Hagan announced that Tuesday, January 8, 2008, the City released the environmental
documentation which is the MND for the Santiago Creek Bike Trail Project. Commissioners
were provided with a copy. Ms. Hagan informed the Commissioners that with the MND a CD
was included that had all the technical studies on it. The environmental documentation is out for
a 30-day public review. The City will be accepting comments through 5:00 p.m. on February 6,
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2008. At the Commissions’ February meeting, staff will provide the Commission with response
to comment. Staff will respond to all written comments and then we will be asking the
Commission for recommendation to forward this information to the City Council.
Ms. Knight informed the Commission that the reason staff changed the date of the next regularly
scheduled Commission meeting was to accommodate the time frame on the MND notification
process.
Chair Blanc recalled a previous meeting regarding the bike trail. Mr. Casselman who is a resident
had invited the Commissioners to arrange to view the property. Chair Blanc said that she is
assuming that the City will hear from him. She said that it was important that the Commissioners
go out to the site and visit with him, and added that Brad Beyer of the Police Department also
wanted to be a part of that visit because of the fence involved. Ms. Hagan said that staff had not
heard from Mr. Casselman recently, but that he would be receiving a notice. Vice-Chair agreed
that the Commissioners should be in contact with him since the trail is within 300 ft. of his
property.
Ms. Knight suggested that it would be appropriate for staff to call him and ask him if he has any
questions or concerns. Staff will keep the Commissioners informed of his response. The project
has changed a bit and has been refined. However, there are some issues, i.e. the fence, that will
not be addressed because of the cost involved.
Ms. Hagan said that staff will return to the Commission on February 28, 2008, and it will be
presented to the Planning Commission the first meeting in March. This is contingent on all the
comments that are received. If comments are received that must be addressed, then schedules will
be adjusted, but if they are in line with what the City is doing, staff will adhere to its schedule
and it will be presented to the City Council for the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) approval on March 25, 2008. The City will then move on and request federal approval
for the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Once the City receives NEPA approval,
staff can begin its right-of-way acquisitions.
4.4 Review of the Gijalva Gym Bid Results
Ms. Knight reported that bids were received. She said that Michael Wolfe, our consultant for the
project, did an amazing job of contacting firms and getting the word out to qualifying bidders.
Eleven bids were received, and all bids came in under the estimate of the project. Our low bid is
is $8.7 million dollars. If the numbers hold true, we are looking at less than $2 million to fill the
gap. Staff is working to qualify those numbers. Briefings with the City Council will begin next
week and staff will keep the Commission informed. Once the briefings are completed, staff is
looking to bring approval of bid to the City Council on February 26, 2008. Ms. Knight said that
she was very encouraged because they have received great references for the bidder.
Ms. Hagan added that the award of bid number is the $8.7 million dollars. There are additional
fees, contingencies, materials, management fees, etc. Overall the project will come in at
$13,593,000 dollars.
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4.5 El Camino Park Renovation Update
Ms. Hagan said that staff is submitting final plans to Building and Safety on January 14, 2008,
for the design of the project. Staff anticipates going to City Council for authorization to bid on
March 11, 2008, award the bid in May and commence construction in June, 2008. There is a
twelve-month construction period with a three-month growing period for the fields. The City is
hoping to be open and complete by September, 2009 in plenty of time for the softball season.
The project also includes the renovation of the existing concession stand, the expansion of the
restrooms in the middle of the quad in the field, and building a new activity center by the tot-lot
area.
Commissioner Gilmer asked Ms. Hagan what portion of the activities would be closed down
during construction especially the handball courts. Ms. Hagan said there is a small portion of
time that the handball courts would be shut down. In the bid document, it will be stipulated that
all the amenities that can remain open during construction must remain open. There is some site
work around the handball courts that needs to be addressed and as that work takes place the
courts will have to be shut down. Ms. Hagan said that it would be a top priority for staff to
notice residents in the area of the construction schedule.
V.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
None

VI.

NEW BUSINESS

6.1 The Irvine Co. Presentation of the trail system, for the pending application for tentative tract map
17185, East Orange Planned Community Area 2; and a conceptual plan for the East Orange Golf
Course
Ms. Knight introduced Ms. Anne Fox from the Planning Department. Ms. Knight said that Ms.
Fox would be giving a brief summary of the presentation. Representatives from The Irvine
Company would also be speaking and would be answering any questions that the Commission
might have. Ms. Knight reminded the Commission that this project was presented to the
Commission in February, 2005.
Ms. Fox reported that the City had received a formal application for the East Orange Planned
Community, Tentative Tract Map 17185. The project is not within the City’s limits but is within
its sphere. Its location is north of east Santiago Road and north of Irvine Lake. The subdivision is
approximately 785 acres and divided into 604 numbered lots and 198 lettered lots in order to
create building sites for a total of 1,200 residential dwelling units. No building or architecture has
been proposed at this time. Architecture will be submitted and reviewed at a later date. In
addition to creating residential buildings, Tentative Tract Map 17185 offers a trail system on
Santiago Canyon Road. The project area is to include eight miles of fully improved regional
multipurpose trails consistent with the County Regional Riding and Hiking Master Plan to be
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maintained by the County. EOPC Area 2 does not contain any public park sites, as excess
community parkland credit from EOPC Area 1 fulfilled the parkland credit for Areas 2 and 3 of
the EOPC. The Irvine Company will also review their plans for a golf course in Area 2.
Mr. Brian Austin
The Irvine Company
550 Newport Drive
Newport Beach, CA
Mr. Austin reported that in November, 2005, the City of Orange took action to approve several
items for the East Orange Project i.e., general plan amendments, zoning for the area, a very
comprehensive EIR, run-off management plans, and for a portion of the project two sub-divisions
were approved. The sub-division map that is presently being processed is a continuation of that
project. Mr. Austin said that one of the items that was of significant concern to the community
was the trail plan. Mr. Austin referred the Commission to a map that was a part of his
presentation as the end result of many community outreach meetings, discussions and
negotiations. The trail plan was analyzed by the EIR and approved. These are major hiking and
bike trails for that area. The whole concept behind the plan was to link areas of Irvine Park,
Orange Park Acres, and the existing trails in Orange providing them an opportunity to move out
into the East Orange area and then provide connections to the trail system that is managed by the
Irvine Ranch Trail Conservancy. There was also a requirement for a staging area to be provided.
That is to be located by the Augustine area. Mr. Austin noted that was the part of the trail plan
that has already been approved. Mr. Austin pointed out the trail plan that is yet to be approved.
He said it commences along Santiago Canyon Road. There is a 10ft. Bike trail and a County
regional riding/hiking trail, a 10ft. unpaved trail and portions of fencing will be provided. The
eastern extension of the proposed Santiago Creek Regional Riding and Hiking Trail utilizes the
existing truck trail north of Limestone Creek and a grade separated crossing over Santiago
Canyon road using the existing haul road bridge to connect with truck trails that traverse the
southern limits of the EOPC Area 3.
Mr. Austin said there is a five foot decomposed granite trail that goes around Irvine Lake, and a
private trail owned and maintained by the homeowners associations. He also noted that there
would be seven miles of sidewalk for pedestrians and that trails for the most part were designed to
be separated whenever possible. The community is gated, but there is opened and unfettered
access to the trails.
Mr. Austin said that the landscape concept for most of the project was to utilize a native plant
pallet. There would be a lot of Oaks and Sycamores. Mr. Austin said that the tentative map is
moving through the process and the next step would be to refine the plan for East Orange.
Golf Course
Mr. Austin reported that the golf course is not part of the tract map area. As a requirement, the
Irvine Company was asked to do an economic feasibility study. It is not a golf course that the
Irvine Company wants to build, but one that most likely will be built and will be operated jointly
by the Irvine Ranch Water District, the Serrano Water Company and the City because the
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property is one-third Serrano Water District and Irvine Ranch Water District and two-thirds The
Irvine Company’s property. The Irvine Company retained Cal Wilson of Golf Course
Architecture to update the plan. Mr. Austin pointed out various areas on the map where there
would be an access road, a clubhouse and an Inn. The golf course is a little over 67 yards and a
par 70. The cost is estimated at $15,000,000 dollars.
Commissioner Gilmer asked for clarification on how the ownership was going to work. Mr.
Austin explained that it would probably be a four-party agreement that will be worked out, and
that the Irvine Company would contribute its land. Commissioner Gilmer also asked Mr. Austin
to review the hotel. Mr. Austin said that the hotel would be a boutique hotel that would enhance
the golfing and would include a restaurant. He said that the golf course would be a moderately
priced course. Mr. Austin said that their obligation was to prepare the feasibility study and they
shared it with the Irvine City Manager and the City Council. Hopefully, there will be enough
interest to have the golf course built.
Commissioner Gilmer said that he remembered in the trail situation there was concern on how the
crossing would occur if the crossing was at Jamboree to connect with Peters Canyon. Mr. Austin
said that it was ultimately decided by the City Council to be an at-grade crossing with a signalactivated button.
Vice-Chair Davidson asked about the feasibility of having a trail at the entrance road of the golf
course and traverse around the property and connect to the Material Haul Road. He said he
thought it would be an incredible opportunity because they were so close to creating a loop to
Baker Canyon Road, and it should be considered.
Mr. Austin said that it was considered and talked about in 2005. It was suggested by the
community; but was not included in the plan because of concerns of potential conflict with
walkers, bicyclers, equestrians and constraints on the golf course.
Vice-Chair Davidson said that since it is in the conceptual phase, now would be the time to
explore the opportunity to build these trails. Mr. Austin said he had no problem with mentioning
this once again.
Motion to Receive and File:
Motion: Commission Gilmer
Second: Commissioner Remland
Ayes:
Blanc, Davidson, Gilmer, Remland

VII.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

7.1 Introduction of new staff member
Ms. Knight introduced Deborah Strunk, our new Park Development Coordinator to the
Commission. Ms. Strunk brings a wide variety of experiences to this position. Ms. Strunk said
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that she had an undergraduate degree in Engineering and graduate degree in Environmental
Education. She has worked for a non-profit organization, The National Park Conservation
Association where she addressed issues related to national parks. She has lived in the City of
Orange in the past and Southern California for the last twenty years, and looks forward to
serving the community.
Ms. Knight added that Michael Wolfe will be staying on board as he brings Ms. Strunk up to
speed on our projects.
7.2 Yorba Park
Ms. Knight said that just before the holidays, the passive side of Yorba Park was opened. In
regard to the Dog Park, a portion of the Dog Park has been seeded. Our staff has been working
with the Dog Park Association to portion off part of the small dog area and part of the large dog
area. The small dog area is ready to be opened up and three quarters of the large dog area is
ready to be opened up as well. Originally, our arrangement with the Dog Park Association is that
there is one entrance and exit for each of those areas. It was up to the Association to let staff
know if they wanted the area to be decomposed granite or sod. The Association has come back
to us and said that they don’t have the money. Consequently, the entrance area will remain as it
is.
Ms. Knight reported that the irrigation system is an old one. The City does not have the ability
to regulate the irrigation times in all areas; staff will have to water the seeded areas several times
during the day, thus the open areas will also be watered during the day. She said that the Dog
Park is a very heavily used area and because of its use it is doubtful that the seeded grass will
last. It was our agreement with the association that the City would seed the Dog Park one
time, which staff has done.
Chair Blanc asked if the City considered closing the Dog Park when it rains. Mr. Robertson said
that it had been discussed, however, up to this point in time, our position has been to keep the
Dog Park opened. If the park is used during the rain, the area is more prone to deterioration.
Every time the dog park is closed staff receives a lot of calls from the Dog Park citizens. He said
he would consider opening this up for discussion again. Mr. Robertson said that the turf won’t
last more than a few months before they see significant degradation. Ms. Knight had photos
taken to track the conditions of the turf. He said that he hoped the turf would hold much better
than what is anticipated. A newly seeded turf, in order to hold up in a heavily trafficked area,
needs approximately two years to be established.
Commissioner Gilmer asked if there was any indication that the land had been settling after the
grading at Yorba Park. Mr. Robertson said that there has been some settling after they graded
and seeded. He said the City would probably have to grade that park every few years.
Ms. Knight thanked all those on the Commission who helped at the Holiday Breakfast. She said
that the support of the Commission is very much appreciated.
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VIII. ADJOURNMENT

8.1

Chair Blanc said that the Park Planning and Development Commission would adjourn its regular
Meeting of Thursday, January 10, 2008 to Thursday, February 28, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the City of Orange. The resulting meeting of the Park Planning and
Development Commission to be held on February 28, 2008 will take the place of the regularly
scheduled meeting of the Park Planning and Development Commission for the month of
February, 2008.
Motion: Hairston
Second: Blanc
Ayes:
Blanc, Davidson, Gilmer, Hairston, Remland

Next Regular Meeting is February 28, 2008.

______________________________
Marie Knight
Park Planning and Development Commission

______________________________
Lisa Blanc, Chairman
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