CITY OF ORANGE COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT
PARK PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Minutes of Regular Meeting Held September 08, 2005
300 East Chapman Avenue

I.

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Gilmer called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

1.1

Pledge of Allegiance
Commissoner Blanc led the Pledge of Allegiance.

1.2

Roll Call
Present:
Chair, Tom Gilmer
Vice-Chair, Gary Remland
Commissioner, Lisa Blanc
Comissioner, Mike Hairston (Arrived at 5:45 p.m.)
Absent:
Commissioner Jack Selman

1.3

Adoption of Agenda
Motion: Commissioner Blanc
Second: Commissioner Selman
Ayes:
Gilmer, Remland, Blanc
Approval of the Minutes for the Regular Meeting of August 11, 2005
Motion:
Commissioner Blanc
Second:
Vice-Chair Remland
Ayes:
Remland, Blanc
Abstain:
Gilmer

I. PUBLIC COMMENTS
None
II. REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS
3.1 Commissioner Blanc recognized Stu Livingstone for his work and contributions to the Fred Kelly
Stadium. Commissioner Blanc said that over the years Fred Kelly Stadium has been a football
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stadium that has been underutilized and in desperate need of repairs. The field has had significant
drainage issues.
There were many benefits to improving the stadium: A greater return on
investments by lowering the maintenance costs, providing a better facility, increasing the capacity
for use, decreasing the injury rate, and providing facilities for more student athletes.
The
renovation of Fred Kelly Stadium started in January, 2005 and despite the above average rainfall the
project was completed on time. The entire project cost $1.7 million dollars to complete and of that
the Community Foundation of Orange raised over $500,000 in donations. $100,000 donated by All
Conditions Field Grant Program a partnership between Nike Go and the U.S. Soccer Foundation.
The new field turf features a high performance, low maintenance surface which provides the
opportunity for hundreds of children to play soccer on a world class field. Today the venue will not
only be used by Orange’s varsity high schools and their student athletes but also by other local
youth groups who desperately need these facilities. Stu Livingstone who the Commission is proud
to honor is the owner of Orange Empire Resales and a member of the Orange Community
Foundation’s board. Stu Livingstone took the lead on fund raising efforts which included
organizing a raffle, mass mailings, coordinating the volunteer committee and garnering in-kind
support from local businesses and community members.
Chair Gilmer said that he had an opportunity to recently fly into the City of Orange and from the
plane you could not miss a green patch surrounded by a great looking track. Chair Gilmer said that
the Commission appreciated all of Stu Livingstone’s hard work and presented him with the
Commission’s “You Make a Difference Award”.
(Mike Hairston arrived at 5:45 p.m.)
Mr. Livingstone addressed the Commissioners and thanked them for their kind words, and thanked
them on behalf of the Orange Community Foundation who has a great sense of pride and
accomplishment on what they have been able to put together at the Fred Kelly Stadium. He also
thanked the Commission for recommending that the City donate the final $75,000. The project’s
success was in part because the Commission believed not only in the project but the potential of
what could be done in the future with the school district, the business community, the Community
Foundation and the City. Mr. Livingstone said that today there was a double header football
program taking place at the stadium. There is a semi-professional football team that has scheduled
five games at Fred Kelly Stadium, and Chapman University will be playing their home games at the
stadium this year and probably next year when the University is renovating their field. Mr.
Livingstone noted that not only is the community reaping the benefits immediately from this
improvement, but they have also laid ground work for the future. What was difficult will now
become relatively smooth and easy!
IV.

ORAL REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY SERVICES MANAGER

4.1

Progress Report on Construction Improvements at Eisenhower Park
Ms. Galera reported that the construction improvements at Eisenhower Park will bring the park
up to Americans with Disability Act (ADA) compliance. The project includes removing and
replacing much of the broken concrete and adding ADA ramps for wheelchair access. The
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original contact was for $520,000 from Accu Construction. Staff has initiated change orders for
less than 5% of the project. There are minor clean-up items on the punch list to be addressed
within the next few weeks, after which the contractor will hand over the manual and as built
plans.
4.2 Report on Status of Santiago Creek Bike Trail Bridge
Ms. Galera said that the bridge is a pedestrian and bicycle bridge located west of Glassell and the
22 Freeway. The project will complete the bicycle trail alignment along the Santiago Creek in
that area. The City has received $275,000 in TEA funds and the City is matching that with
$125,000 from the Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA). Staff will bid this project
the week of September 12, 2005 and the bid opening will be on October 6, 2005. The bridge is a
prefabricated steel bridge. The contractor will be doing the calculations for the bridge abutments.
The City is hiring a firm that will plan check and check the calculations of the abutments along
with the material testing at the site. It is anticipated that the installation of the bridge will be
completed in spring, 2006.
4.3 Progress Report on the Construction of Field Renovation at Handy Park
Ms. Galera stated that the Handy Park field renovation consisted of renovating two baseball
fields. The remaining work will be completed on September 9, 2005. The hybrid Bermuda grass
that has been planted is taking to the soil. There has been some infestations in the park and staff
is working with an expert to determine the best approach for eradication.
Chair Gilmer asked how long the fields would be closed to activities. Ms. Galera said that the
fields will be opened in January, 2006.
Chair Gilmer asked if the problems that occurred at Grijalva Park were due to the fact that the
park was opened too soon. Ms. Galera said that the problems at Grijalva were due to multidimensional issues: poor drainage, wrong type of turf, and soil issues. These issues do not exist
at the Handy Park fields.
4.4 Update Report on Fence at LaVeta Park
Ms. Hagan reported that the City has acquired the extension property at La Veta Park. The
contractor ordered materials for the fence several weeks ago. It is a prefabricated fencing
material and takes 3-6 weeks for delivery. Staff anticipates that the fence will be installed within
the next month. Park users have collected money toward the installation of the fence at La Veta
Park. Staff is working out the details of an agreement for the funds that were collected for this
project.
4.5 Update Report on the Flag Pole at the Veterans Memorial at Depot Park
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Ms. Hagan said that lighting plans and specifications were being prepared by the contractor and
would be presented to the architect, Mr. Merino, next week. The construction is scheduled to
occur the first half of October. The project will be completed by Veterans Day, November 11th.
The dedication of the flag pole will be incorporated into the Veterans Day Celebration.
4.6 Progress Report on the Basketball Court Resurfacing at El Camino Real
Ms. Hagan reported that an agreement for revisions of the basketball court is awaiting signatures.
The project will commence within three weeks after the agreement has been signed.
Chair Gilmer verified that it was agreed that the basketball courts would not be relocated but
remain in the same location at El Camino Park. Ms. Hagan confirmed that the basketball courts
would not be moved.
4.7 Report on the Process to Name the 3-Acre Passive park to be Constructed as part of Tract No.
16601 on the south side of Serrano Avenue West of the Anaheim Hills Elementary School in
Serrano Heights
Ms. Hagan reported that construction documents are in the final review stage. Staff anticipates a
construction schedule once the construction documents have final City approval. Staff has
formed a committee to research some of the history for that area for the purpose of renaming the
park. At the next Commission meeting, staff will bring back two or three names for the
Commission to consider.
Chair Gilmer asked about the conditions of development.
Mr. DeBerry, City Attorney, noted that on conditions of that development, the developers are
required to have the park completed prior to the 18 month from the time the construction
documents were issued or prior to the 50th issuance of occupancy. Mr. DeBerry added that
coming before the City Council Meeting on September 13, 2005, is a joint-facilities agreement
with the Orange Unified School District which enable them to issue bonds to help pay the
developer for that park and included in that agreement is a payment toward the Grijalva Park
Gymnasium in the amount of $350,000.
V.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
None

VI.

NEW BUSINESS
6.1 Priority of Projects – Capital Improvement Program for Fiscal Year 2006-2007
Ms. Hagan said that it was time to review the Capital Improvement Program (C.I.P.) and that
Virginia Miscione would be calling the Commissioners to set up a time to hold a study session
to review the C.I.P. Staff will review what has been accomplished over the last year, and the
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Community Services’ plan for the year 2006-2007 as well as a review of its seven-year plan.
Staff will report back to the Commission with its first draft of the C.I.P. in November and in
December the plan will be brought back to the Commission for its recommendation of approval
to the City Council.

VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS
7.1 Intercoastal Watershed Clean-up Day – September 17, 2005
Ms. Galera announced that Saturday, September 17, 2005 was the annual Intercoastal Watershed
Clean-up Day. Clean-up will take place at Hart Park and Grijalva Park. The program will begin
at 8:30 a.m. Snacks and water will be available. Everyone must sign a waiver form. If children
want to participate, anyone under 18 years of age must have a waiver form signed by a parent or a
guardian.
There will be volunteers from the Greenway Alliance at Grijalva Park. Ms. Galera said that staff
has contacted various organizations and notices have been posted county-wide.
IX. ADJOURNMENT
Motion: Commissioner Hairston
Second: Vice-Chair Gary Remland
Ayes: Gilmer, Remland, Blanc, Hairston
The next Regular Meeting will be Thursday, October 13, 2005
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