CITY OF ORANGE COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT
PARK PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Minutes of Regular Meeting Held June 09, 2005
300 East Chapman Avenue

I.

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Hairston called the meeting to order at 5:45 p.m.

1.1

Pledge of Allegiance
Commissioner Selman led the Pledge of Allegiance.

1.2

Roll Call
Present:
Chair, Mike Hairston
Commissioner, Lisa Blanc
Commissioner, Jack Selman
Absent:
Vice-Chair, Tom Gilmer
Commissioner, Gary Remland

1.3

Adoption of Agenda
Motion:
Second:
Ayes:

Commissioner Blanc
Commissioner Selman
Blanc, Hairston, Selman

1.4

Approval of the Minutes for the Regular Meeting of April 14, 2005
Motion: Commissioner Selman
Second: Commissioner Blanc
Ayes:
Blanc, Hairston, Selman

II.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
None

III. REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS
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None
IV.

ORAL REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY SERVICES MANAGER

4.1

Progress Report on Construction Improvements of Pool Building at Hart Park
Ms. Galera reported that the renovation of the Hart Park pool building includes interior and
exterior painting and wall stucco repair, installation of new flooring, lights, windows, door and
roof repairs. New fixtures will be installed in the bathrooms, and new lockers and benches will
be installed. Staff is finalizing the building permit and obtaining a concurrence letter from Robert
Chattel on historic resources. Staff will bid the construction of this project in the next few
months. It is anticipated that construction will begin on or after September 15, 2005 after the
aquatic season. The renovation will give special consideration to the historic resources and
restore items whenever possible or replace in kind. Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) and Fund 511 monies will be used to fund this project.

4.2 Progress Report on the Santiago Bike Trail Bridge
Ms. Galera said that the Santiago Bike Trail Bridge is a bicycle and pedestrian bridge located
over the Santiago Creek, west of Glassel1 Street. Funding for this project is $375,000 in
Transportation Enhancement Act Federal Funds, and $125,000 in local matches from Air Quality
Management District (AQMD) and Transportation Demand Management (TDM). Caltrans has
approved the environmental and technical studies, which included historic, biological, and visual
resource studies.
On June 1, 2005, staff submitted the draft FNM-76 package to Caltrans on July 13-14, 2005 and
the California Transportation Commission will vote to allocate funds in the State Transportation
Improvement Plan (STIP). On or about July 15, 2005, Caltrans local will submit final FNM-76 to
Caltrans headquarters. It is anticipated that Caltrans headquarters will approve E-76 and obligate
the funds. Staff is confident that the City will meet its September 30, 2005 deadline. This project
will bid after the E-76 approval in fall 2005. Based on the concurrence letters, the City is not
required to obtain resource agency permits.
Ms. Galera noted that the bridge will be prefabricated, and will look very much like the bridge at
Santiago Park in Santa Ana. It will be built of weatherized steel and have a rustic look.

4.3 Progress Report on Construction Improvements of Walkways, Stairways and Accessibility for
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) at Eisenhower Park
Ms. Galera reported that the renovations at Eisenhower Park were progressing on schedule. The
renovations will bring the park into compliance with the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA)
standards. Accu Construction began work on March 30, 2005 and will be completed by the end
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of July, 2005. The project is funded with Proposition 12 and CDBG grant allocations for a total
of $520, 755. The City requested one change order totaling $21,685.02.

4.4 Progress Report on the Construction Documents for Field Renovation at Handy Park
Ms. Galera reported that the original bid for Handy Park had been rejected. The project was rebid and the award of bid went to Belaire West for $392,220, which is under the cost estimate. In
order to make up for the lost time, staff has requested that Soto, the City’s landscape maintenance
contractor, spray fields so that the existing turf is destroyed before the contractor begins the
project. It is anticipated that construction will begin on or before July 1, 2005, and stolenization
of the warm season turf is scheduled for August 15, 2005.
V.

PRESENTATION
5.1 Presentation by Orange County Water District on Ground Water Replenishment System
Chair Hairston introduced Mr. Ron Wildermuth of the Orange County Water District
(OCWD).
Mr. Wildermuth reported that he was present to introduce the Ground Water Replenishment
System to Orange County. High tech membrane technologies, the same technologies that are
used by bottled water companies, food manufacturers and medical manufacturers are applied to
treated waste water and converted to purify water at a level somewhere between bottled water
and distilled water.
The Technologies that are being used consist of:
•

Microfiltration – “Hollow Straw”
Holes on the sides of the straw are 1/300 of the diameter of a human hair. Water is
pulled through the straw. This is the first step in the purification process.

•

Reverse Osmosis
The same process that is used by bottled water companies.
Tap water is forced under high pressure through heated plastic stripping all the minerals
out of the water. The companies then add minerals back according to their secret taste
formula. This method is also being utilized by OCWD.

•

Ultra-Violet Light with Hydrogen Peroxide
This creates an advanced oxidation process which literally destroys anything
in the water.

•

Filter Water
Last step in the purification process filters water through the ground.
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OCWD has been producing this water every day for eight years. Every day it has met water
quality requirements. There are more water quality requirements for this water than any other
water supply. OCWD had two groups of experts from throughout the country to evaluate the
water and to confirm that this is the highest quality water that can be obtained. This water is so
pure that it cannot be run through concrete pipes. If it were put through a concrete pipe, it would
leach the minerals from the pipe and destroy the pipe. In order to be able to transport it, OCWD
must put minerals into the water before the water can travel through the pipes to Anaheim and
be put in the ground.
Mr. Wildermuth directed the Commission to a map showing where the water facility would be
built in Fountain Valley. He explained that half the water would go to their seawater contusion
barrier. OCWD has had the challenge of the ocean wanting to move into the fresh
water/groundwater basin. Now the ocean is starting to end run the barriers. OCWD is
installing new injection wells and increasing the amount of water they inject from 15 million
gallons a day to 40 million gallons a day. This project was the source of that additional water.
What are the benefits of this project? We are dependent on water from northern California and
the Colorado River. Presently, it is anticipated that half of the water we receive from Colorado
will be reduced by the year 2016. We have also lost one fourth of the water from northern
California to restoring the San Joaquin San Francisco Bay Delta. In the summer when it is
difficult to get water because the demand is so high, this water will be available when other
sources may not.
We live in an arid area. We get less rainfall than Beirut, Lebanon and North Africa. The only
reason why our landscape looks the way it does is because of the canals coming from northern
California and Colorado. When you can diversify your water portfolio, it is a very wise thing to
do.
Finally, we can produce this water from one half of the energy it takes to import water from
northern California. For that, the California Energy Commission gave OCWD a $700,000
grant. The project will cost $487,000,000. OCWD can produce this water for less than the cost
of the imported water. OCWD has received approximately $100,000,000 in state and county
grants. At present, there is a bill before congress to give an additional $60,000,000. The
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWD) is the large water agency that
imports all its water from Ventura to the Mexican boarder. They have given OCWD
$86,000,000 to operate this plant because that is 70,000-acre ft. that they will not have to find in
the future.
The project will be on line in 2007 and is being built to double. Initially, OCWD will provide
enough water for 144,000 families each year and we will have the ability to double that in the
future. Because this water is sewer water, OCWD has been presenting this project to every
group in Orange County. They have support from all the cities and California elected officials
and there are 12-15 national medical experts who are available to support this project.
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Commissioner Selman commented that he thought it was a really great project, but it was
interested to know if anyone had voiced objections to it. Mr.Wildermuth said that one of their
board members had dissented because he believed that OCWD should wait until there is more of
a water crisis. His thinking was that there would be enough imported water available.
Commissioner Selman asked if there was enough imported water, would it be more expensive
than this process of purifying sewer water. Mr. Wildermuth said it would be about the same
cost. The only difference is that imported water will increase, but this processed water will stay
at relatively the same cost.
VI.

NEW BUSINESS
None

VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS
8.1 July 3rd Celebration
Mr. Garcia reported the July 3rd invitations had been sent out to the Commissioners, and
requested that the Commissioners RSVP if they were planning to attend.
8.2 Concerts in Park Series
Mr. Garcia said that the Concert in the Park Series would begin on Wednesday, June 22, 2005.
All concerts will be held on Wednesdays at the Hart Park Bandshell from 7:00 p.m.- 8:30 p.m.
There will be a variety of bands and entertainment:
June 22 The Fenians – Contemporary Irish Music
June 29 Film at Eleven – Eleven-piece band performing Disco and Funk
July 20 Suave – Eight-piece band performing “old school” party favorites
July 27 Gregory Wolfe & band – Tribute to legendary Rod Stewart
Aug. 03 Superlark – Classic and contemporary Rock and Roll
Aug. 10 Swing, Inc. – Swing Jazz music
Aug. 17 The Rockit scientist – Good ole’ American Rock n’ Roll
VIII. ADJOURNMENT
Motion: Commissioner Blanc
Second: Commissioner Selman
Ayes:
Blanc, Hairston, Selman

The next Regular Meeting will be Thursday, July 14, 2005

______________________________
Gabe Garcia
Park Planning and Development Commission
/vm
Reproduction on Recycled Paper

______________________________
Mike Hairston, Chairman
Attested on
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