CITY OF ORANGE COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT
PARK PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Minutes of Regular Meeting Held April 14, 2005
300 East Chapman Avenue

I.

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Hairston called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

1.1

Pledge of Allegiance
Commissioner Selman led the Pledge of Allegiance.

1.2

Roll Call
Present:
Chair, Mike Hairston
Vice-Chair, Tom Gilmer (Arrived at 5:35 p.m.)
Commissioner, Lisa Blanc (Arrived at 5:34 p.m.)
Commissioner, Gary Remland
Commissioner, Jack Selman

1.3

Adoption of Agenda
Motion:
Second:
Ayes:

Commissioner Selman
Commissioner Remland
Hairston, Remland, Selman

1.4

Approval of the Minutes for the Regular Meeting of March 10, 2005
Motion: Commissioner Remland
Second: Commissioner Blanc
Ayes:
Blanc, Hairston, Remland, Selman

II.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
None

III. REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS
Commissioner Blanc requested the status of trail connection issues in the Serrano Heights
area be agendized for a future Park Planning Commission Meeting. Mr. Garcia said he spoke

City of Orange Community Services Department
Park Planning and Development Commission
Minutes of Meeting Held April 14, 2005
Page 2 of 5

with Mr. Dickman who is the Manager for the Department of Beaches, Parks and Harbors
for the County of Orange. Mr. Dickman met with staff and he would like to have joint
responsibility in approval of the trails. Mr. Garcia informed Mr. Dickman that he would
agendize his request for a future Commission meeting. This item was a matter of prioritization
to be discussed at a study session, but it was put on hold because of time constraints. Mr. Garcia
agreed to agendize this matter of trails for the Commission.
Commissioner Remland referred to the article in the Orange City News regarding the sale of the
railroad property that the City of Orange had once considered buying to further the Tustin Branch
Trail. The railroad allowed the parcels to be sold to the homeowners who have property abutting
that land. Commissioner Remland wanted to know how this affects the City’s plans for
connecting trails.
Mr. Garcia said staff had been working on the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and
conducting studies for that report regarding the railroad property. Staff submitted a preliminary
draft document to Caltrans. Caltrans requested staff to further conduct the subsurface
investigations of the land that is owned by the railroad company. However, the City does
not own that land and asked permission from the railroad company to allow the City to
conduct the subsurface investigation which was denied. At the same time, the railroad company
had the property for sale. Several sections of the property were already in escrow by
homeowners. A letter was sent to the City regarding our interest in purchasing the property,
and the City declined to purchase the property due to cost which negated staff’s ability to
further complete the EIR. There was money allocated for construction and acquisition, however,
the money allocated for acquisition was insufficient. The City decided to rescope the project.
The money allocated for right-of-way acquisition would then be transferred for construction.
The City consulted with the Orange County Transit Authority (OCTA) and was informed that
since the federal government did not impose a time limit on these funds there wasn’t a
deadline for their use. The next step is to rescope this project, present it to the Commission
and City Council for their approval and to submit this project to OCTA for approval. If OCTA
were to approve the project, the City would have to downsize the EIR to a Mitigated Negative
Declaration.
Mr. Garcia said that the City’s main interest was to acquire the portion of property at La Veta
Park that was owned by the railroad as well as a parcel of property behind it. Commissioner
Blanc asked about the status of the La Veta Park property. City Attorney, Ted Reynolds said
the City is in negotiations to acquire the property. The property adjacent to the park was
purchased by Sunny Slope, and the owner has agreed to sell the parcel of land that the City
wants to buy for the price that the City is offering.
IV.

ORAL REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY SERVICES MANAGER

4.1

Progress Report on Construction Improvements of Dog Park at Yorba Park
Mr. Garcia reported that fencing for the large and small dog park sections are installed. Staff has
removed the mid-block crossing at the corner of Almond and Yorba. There is a portion of
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fencing that must be installed between ROP and City parking lot. The fence will be extended to
the sidewalk of Yorba Street and that portion will be done on Tuesday, April 19, 2005.
ROP/OUSD put in a new parking lot for 92 parking stalls, and the City has installed a locked
gate, because the City and OUSD have not drafted a cooperative agreement. The City and OUSD
are negotiating the access rights to enter City property to access the District’s new parking lot for
student parking. It is anticipated that the City will have use of the parking lot.
The City installed a berm from the ROP property line to the monument. More berm is to be
added from the monument north to the imaginary fence line, and is scheduled to be completed
next week.
Water fountains for small dogs, larger dogs and patrons will be installed next week, as well as
doggie bag containers. Concrete trash cans will be provided and signage will be posted. A soft
opening of the park will take place in late April and a grand opening on June 5, 2005.
Commissioner Blanc asked for clarification on the enforcement of the rules of the dog park.
Mr. Garcia said that any dogs outside of the dog park must be on a leash and patrons of the dog
park are only allowed to bring in three dogs at a time inside the dog park. There are rules for the
dog park and signage will be posted. The Dog Park Association should remind their members of
the rules. Staff is expecting the Association members to police themselves, however, the
Association cannot control those who are not part of their association. Ultimately, enforcement
will rely on the City. The enforcement will be based on available resources, i.e., observation, calls
for service.
4.2 Progress Report on the Santiago Bike Trail Bridge
Mr. Garcia reported that the City has received approval from Caltrans for the bridge and the next
step is to apply for construction approval. Once approval is received, the construction phase will
begin. Staff anticipates that it will take several months for the fabrication of the bridge to occur.
The bid will be awarded by late summer 2005, and it is anticipated that the bridge will be
constructed and installed by April, 2006.
4.3 Progress Report on Construction Improvements of Walkways, Stairways and Accessibility for
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) at Eisenhower Park
Mr. Garcia reported that this project will be completed in August, 2005. At present, the
replacement of walkways are taking place, and the final phases will include ADA access from the
parking lot and the stairwells.
4.4 Progress Report on the Construction Documents for Field Renovation at Handy Park
Mr. Garcia noted that the bid opening for Handy Park was, April 14, 2005. The project includes
grading, new irrigation, drainage systems, fencing, infield turf, and walking paths. One of the
add alternates for this project was fencing to prevent errant balls from flying out into the freeway.
The reason this item was added as an alternate was staff did not want this item to adversely effect
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the price of the bid. The good news is that the City has set aside $410,000 for this project and the
bid came in at $380,000. The next step is for City Council approval for the award of bid.
Commissioner Blanc asked when baseball season would begin. Ms. Hagan said that opening day
usually takes place at the end of February or the beginning of March, but the teams start in
January.
Mr. Garcia introduced Dana Robertson to the Commission. Mr. Robertson is our new Park
Superintendent who began working for the City on March 14, 2005.
Commissioner Gilmer asked about the status of the reseeding at Grijalva Park.
Mr. Robertson reported that the reseeding was finished on April 14, 2005. A fence has been
placed around the reseeded area and staff will begin irrigating it. The turf was scalped, vertically
mowed and aerated. A top dressing with a nutrient mix was spread over it to revitalize the soil.
The turf was reseeded with Bermuda grass. Last year the turf was reseeded with Bermuda grass
and there was significant growth. Bermuda grass is a durable warm weather grass that holds up
well under a lot of soccer play. This year, with the new renovation, staff anticipates further
improvement of the turf with new growth, better drainage, and better absorption.
Commissioner Gilmer asked who would enforce keeping people away from the fenced in seeded
area. Mr. Robertson said that it would be our City staff. The reseeded area will be fenced for
several months. Ms. Hagan said that the fields will be open for play on July 9, 2005.

V.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
None

VI.

NEW BUSINESS
6.1 Proposal by John Whiteriver, Commander of the Orange American Legion Post 132, for the
Commission to Consider Installation of a Flag Pole Approximately 35 feet in Height at the
Veterans Memorial at the Depot Park which is Located at Southwest Corner of Chapman
Avenue and Atchison Street
Mr. John Whiteriver
194-J
Pixley St., Orange
Mr. Whiteriver requested that a flag pole be installed at the Veterans Memorial at Depot Park to
honor the men who fought and died protecting our country. An American flag and a P.O.W.
M.I.A. Flag is required at all memorials and military bases. The flag pole has been donated to
the American Legion Post 132, and will be installed free of charge.
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Mr. Raymond A. Goss
425 S. Lilac Lane
Orange, CA 92868
Mr. Goss requested that the flag pole be installed honoring those who have served their country
and in the future possibly considering installing lighting for the memorial and flag.
Commissioner Selman asked if in the planning of the park a place had been designated for the
installation of a flag pole. Mr. Garcia said that presently there is a flag, but the request is for a
flag to be located nearer to the Veterans Memorial.
Commissioner Remland asked if there was electricity available for lighting. Mr. Garcia said that
there is a setup for electricity that would accommodate lighting.
Motion to approve the concept for flag pole installation near the Veterans Memorial at Depot
Park, and to forward the concept to staff for further evaluation.
Motion: Commissioner Remland
Second: Commissioner Blanc
Ayes:
Blanc, Gilmer, Hairston, Remland, Selman

VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS
None
VIII. ADJOURNMENT
Motion: Commissioner Blanc
Second: Chair Hairston
Ayes:
Blanc, Gilmer, Hairston, Remland, Selman

The next Regular Meeting will be Thursday, May 12, 2005

______________________________
Gabe Garcia
Park Planning and Development Commission
/vm
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______________________________
Mike Hairston, Chairman
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