CITY OF ORANGE COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT
PARK PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Minutes of Regular Meeting Held March 10, 2005
300 East Chapman Avenue

I.

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Hairston called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

1.1

Pledge of Allegiance
Commissioner Blanc led the Pledge of Allegiance.

1.2

Roll Call
Present:
Chair, Mike Hairston
Vice-Chair, Tom Gilmer (Arrived at 5:34 p.m.)
Commissioner, Lisa Blanc
Commissioner, Gary Remland
Absent:
Commissioner, Jack Selman

1.3

Adoption of Agenda
Motion:
Second:
Ayes:

Commissioner Blanc
Commissioner Remland
Blanc, Hairston, Remland

1.4

Approval of the Minutes for the Regular Meeting of February, 2005
Motion: Commissioner Blanc
Second: Commissioner Remland
Ayes:
Blanc, Hairston, Remland

II.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
None

III. REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS
None

City of Orange Community Services Department
Park Planning and Development Commission
Minutes of Meeting Held March 10, 2005
Page 2 of 4

IV.

ORAL REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY SERVICES MANAGER
4.1 Progress Report on Construction Improvements of Exterior Restrooms at Hart Park Pool
Building
Ms. Galera reported that the exterior restrooms at the Hart Park pool building are completed and
were opened for use on Friday, March 4, 2005. Staff is pleased with the colors and materials
for the restroom, and intends to use the same materials and flooring throughout the rest of the
building. Ms. Galera added that staff was close to bidding out the Hart Park pool
building for renovation. Construction will commence in September 2005.
4.2 Progress Report on Construction Improvements of Dog Park at Yorba Park
Ms. Galera said that Pinnacle Landscape will be responsible for the demolition of the existing
fence and the building of the berm near the creek area which are required mitigation
measures. The cost for these services are $3,418. Another contractor will install the fence and
gate which will cost $25,000.
Commissioner Gilmer commented that he drove by Yorba Park on several occasions and noted
that dog owners were utilizing the entire park. Ms. Galera said that it was an enforcement issue,
and that dogs must be on a six foot leash. Once the fence and gate are erected, dog owners can
remove the leash from their dogs.
Commissioner Blanc asked if there was any wording in the approval regarding owners driving
up in their cars and letting twenty dogs out. Ms. Galera noted that there were detailed rules and
that only three dogs per patron was allowed.
4.3 Progress Report on the Permit and Approval Process for the Santiago Bike Trail Bridge
Ms. Galera reported that the project is for one bridge located west of Glassell Street over the
Santiago Creek, and that permits are not needed for this project. The City has received
concurrence letters from the California Department of Fish and Game, Army Corp of Engineers
and the County Flood Control District concurring that permits are not needed. Staff has
submitted the last of the technical studies (The Historical Resources Study) to Caltrans. Once
Caltrans approves this study, the City can complete the design, submit it for funding approval
from Caltrans and the California Transportation Commission, and advertise for bid. The bridge
will be prefabricated and constructed of weatherized steel. It will accommodate pedestrians and
bicyclers only and no vehicles will be allowed. The City will be adding a segment of bike trail
to connect with the bridge.
4.4 Progress Report on Construction Improvements of Walkways, Stairways and Accessibility for
American with Disabilities (ADA) at Eisenhower Park
Ms. Galera said that construction has begun at Eisenhower Park. The construction period is 120
calendar days. The improvements are being completed in stages to allow for use of the park at
all times. It is planned that construction will not take place during the Easter weekend.
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4.5 Progress Report on Construction Documents for Field Renovation at Handy Park
Ms. Galera reported that the first plan checks have been completed for the two Handy
Park ballfields. Staff will bid the project next week and construction will begin in the
summer 2005.

V.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
5.1 Report on Proposal to Consider Pedestrian Access, Signage and Decomposed Granite for
Pathways at the Cerro Villa Park Site which is located at the Southeast Corner of Crest de
Ville and Goldenrod.
Ms. Galera noted that Mr. William Reinking of 5806 East Crest De Ville Avenue, Orange,
had addressed the Commission in December, 2004 requesting that they consider a pedestrian
access, “Pedestrian Only” signage and decomposed granite for the pathways in the Cerro
Villa Park Site. Staff has determined that it would not be cost effective to put in the
decomposed granite pathways because they would require that a curb be installed, and it
would have to be removed when the City is ready to build the park. Staff is recommending
that an access gate be provided for pedestrians and the cost would be $800. Ms. Galera
presented an aerial view of the park and pointed to the location of the proposed access. Ms.
Galera added that at present, there is an existing trail at the site that is fairly well defined.
Commissioner Blanc noted that the access would be 24 inches in width and asked if that
opening was too narrow. Ms. Galera said that the La Habra Fence Co. recommended an
opening that was 24 inches wide with a post in the middle to prevent bikes and vehicles from
entering the area. Ms. Galera said that staff could re-evaluate the size of the entrance.
Commissioner Remland moved to accept the proposal to install a pedestrian access at the
Cerro Villa Park site subject to staff’s review of the size of the opening.
Motion: Commissioner Remland
Second: Commissioner Gilmer
Ayes:
Blanc, Gilmer, Hairston, Remland

VI. NEW BUSINESS
None

VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS
7.2 Santiago Creek Week: March 12-19, 2005
Ms. Galera reported that there were events planned during the week such as: Equestrian Ride
at Irvine Regional Park, Hikes, History Tour on Sunday, March 13th with Doug Westphal,
various creek clean-ups sponsored by other cities during the week, Friday there will be a V.I.P.
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tour of the watershed, breakfast and lunch will be provided. The group will meet at Santiago
Park for the V.I.P. tour. Creek week will end with an environmental festival on Saturday March
19th at Hart Park. This event will be held from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. There will be
approximately 25 booths sharing environmental information, speakers will be at the clubhouse
to discuss environmental issues, and walks will take place during the day. Two bands will
provide entertainment and food will be sold.
VIII. ADJOURNMENT
Motion: Commissioner Blanc
Second: Commissioner Remland
Ayes:
Blanc, Gilmer, Remland,

The next Regular Meeting will be Thursday, April 14, 2005

______________________________
Gabe Garcia
Park Planning and Development Commission
/vm
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______________________________
Mike Hairston, Chairman
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