SECTION 9.0: OTHER SIGNFICIANT LONG-TERM IMPLICATIONS
9.1

Growth-Inducing Impacts

This section evaluates the potential for the proposed project to affect economic or population growth or
the construction of additional housing, either directly or indirectly, in the surrounding environment.
There are two types of growth inducing impacts that a project may have: direct and indirect. To assess
potential for growth-inducing impacts, the project's characteristics that may encourage and facilitate
activities that individually or cumulatively affect the environment, must be evaluated.
Direct growth inducing impacts occur when the development of a project imposes new burdens on a
community directly inducing population growth or by leading to the construction of additional
developments in the same area. Also included in this category are projects that remove physical obstacles
to population growth such as new roads into an undeveloped area or a wastewater treatment plant with
excess capacity. The removal of these obstacles could allow additional development in the service area.
Construction of these types of infrastructure projects cannot be considered isolated from the development
they facilitate and serve. Projects that physically remove obstacles to growth, or projects that indirectly
induce growth, may be catalysts for future unrelated development in residential areas that require
additional commercial use to support residents.
Proposed Project

The proposed project as described in Section 3.0, Project Description, contains approximately 110 acres
on-site and 0.8 acres off-site. Approximately 0.8 acres of grading activity will occur off-site in the
Santiago Oaks Regional Park. Implementation of the Rio Santiago Specific Plan would provide for the
development of four planning areas: Open Space (Planning Area A), Open Space – Park (Planning Area
B), Age-Qualified Residential (Planning Area C), and Single-Family Residential (Planning Area D).
Each planning area is described below.
•

Planning Area A is approximately 48 acres in size (approximately 44 percent of the project site)
and would be retained in its current condition except for infrastructure improvements, such as
flood control, construction of a multi-use trail along the southern edge of the Planning Area, and
minor clean up to the creek.

•

Planning Area B would allow a variety of recreational and community uses including "pay-forplay" uses, such as, but not limited to, softball/baseball fields, soccer fields, court sports,
swimming pool, open turf areas, and athletic training center. Planning Area B would include a
multi-purpose facility with a maximum of 81,000 square feet.

•

Planning Area C would be comprised of 265 total units including Age-Qualified Casitas Living,
Independent Senior Living, and Assisted/Skilled Nursing Senior Living.
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•

Planning Area D would contain a neighborhood of 130 low density residential lots. The lots
range in size from 6,000 s.f. to 20,000+ s.f.

As discussed in Section 5.13, Population and Housing, to the potential population growth related to the
proposed project residential development population overall trends in the City were analyzed. The total
proposed project would increase the City’s population by 697 persons. The increase in population
resulting from the proposed project would be less than one-percent (0.0051%) of the City’s population
based on an existing population of 136,416 per Table 2:E-5 City/County Census Population and Housing
Counts, 4/1/2010 from the California Department of Finance.
The proposed project's less than one-percent growth in population would be within current population
projections for the City based on Figure H-I, City of Orange Population Growth Forecast, 1980-2030 in
the City's 2010 Housing Element. The City's 2010 Housing Element states that according the US Census
and the Department of Finance, the City experienced an eight percent increase in population between
2000 - 2007. The Center for Demographic Research at the California State University at Fullerton
forecasts a gradual population growth rate over in the City until 2030 with an estimated population of
160,000 in 2030. Therefore, the proposed project would have a less that significant impact on population
growth in the City and no mitigation measures would be required.
The implementation of the proposed project would increase the concentration of housing within this part
of the City. While components of the proposed project would be denser then adjacent residential areas,
the overall density of the proposed project is comparable to the surrounding neighborhoods. The overall
total project has a density of 3.6 units per acre. In addition, as discussed in detail in Section 5.10, Land
Use and Planning, the proposed project would be a logical extension of the existing and planned growth in
the project vicinity. The proposed project provides for the development of a planned community on an
under developed infill site that has existing infrastructure and roadways, public services, and utilities and
service systems and is close to employment and services. Therefore, the development of the proposed
project would not foster growth in the surrounding area or remove an impediment to future growth (e.g.,
extension of a roadway, public services, or utilities) in the area surrounding the project site. Growth
anticipated in the project vicinity would be consistent with the types of land uses as described in Section
6.0, Cumulative Impacts.
The implementation of the proposed project would directly create new long-term employment
opportunities in the City. In addition, the proposed project would generate short-term construction-related
jobs which are anticipated to be filled by the existing work force in the City or the surrounding cities.
Although other jobs in a wide variety of sectors in the local and regional economies may indirectly occur
as a result of the proposed project, the number of jobs is not anticipated to be significant and would for the
most part be filled by the existing work force in the local area or the region. Therefore, the influence of the
proposed project on the job market and potential increases in employment would not be expected to
generate significant growth beyond the growth assumed in local and regional plans.
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Based on the above discussion, the development of the proposed project would not be anticipated to result
in a significant impact due to the inducement of growth in the area surrounding the project site.
9.2

Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitment to Resources

The environmental effects of the proposed project are discussed in Section 5.0, Environmental Impact
Analysis. Implementation of the proposed project would require the long-term commitment of natural
resources as described below.
Approval and implementation of the actions related to the implementation of the proposed project would
result in an irretrievable commitment of non-renewable resources such as energy supplies. The energy
resource demand will be used for construction activities, heating and cooling of buildings, transportation
of people and goods, as well as lighting and other energy associated needs. Non-renewable resources will
be committed primarily in the form of fossil fuels and, will include fuel, oil, natural gas, and gasoline
used by vehicles and equipment associated with the construction of the project. Those resources include,
but are not limited to: lumber and other forest products, sand and gravel, photochemical construction
materials, steel, copper, lead, and water. At present alternative energy sources such as solar and wind
energy are not currently in widespread use, based on this it is unlikely that real savings in non-renewable
energy supplies (i.e., oil and gas) may be realized in the immediate future.
The financial and material investments that would be required of the applicant and the City would result
in further commitments of land resources making it likely that the same or similar uses would continue in
the future. Implementation of the proposed project represents a long-term commitment to urbanization.
Environmental changes associated with the implementation of the proposed project result in alterations of
the physical environment. If the proposed project is approved, and subsequently implemented, new
structures would be built, additional utilities would be constructed, and circulation improvements would
be made.
The commitment of resources and the levels of consumption associated with the proposed project are
consistent with anticipated changes. Therefore, there is no particular justification for avoiding or delaying
the continued commitment of these resources.
9.3

Cumulative Impacts

Section 15130 of the State CEQA Guidelines requires the consideration of cumulative impacts within an
EIR. Cumulative impacts are defined as two or more individual effects which, when considered together,
are considerable or which compound or increase other effects. The individual effects may be changes
resulting from a single project or other separate projects. The cumulative impact from several projects is
the change in the environment which results from the projects when added to other closely related
projects. In identifying projects that may contribute to cumulative impacts, the State CEQA Guidelines
allow the use of a specific list of past, present, and reasonably anticipated future projects (related
projects), that provide related or cumulative impacts, including those impacts that are outside of the
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control of the Lead Agency. Related projects and the cumulative impacts of the proposed project are
discussed in Section 6.0, Cumulative Impacts. Related projects are identified and cumulative impacts are
discussed below.
Related Projects

Related projects considered in the cumulative analysis include projects that, when combined with the
proposed project, have the potential to result in cumulative impacts. The list of related projects is
provided in Table 6-2, Related Projects, which provides summary details on related projects that will be
used in the cumulative analysis (this list also was provided in Section 4.0, Environmental Setting). All of
the related projects are located in the City or the unincorporated territory within the County of Orange
(County) and are identified on Figure 6-1, Related Projects. The City provided the list of related projects
after a review of past, present, and reasonably foreseeable probable future projects that are were
determined to potentially produce related or cumulative effects.
Cumulative Impacts

Based on the analysis proved in Section 6.0, Cumulative Impacts, the following cumulative impacts have
been identified. Each of these cumulative impacts is considered significant and unavoidable with project
mitigation. There are no known cumulative mitigation measures that would be reasonable and technically
feasible to reduce this cumulative these cumulative impacts to a less than significant level.
Impact: CAES-1:

The proposed project and related projects would have incremental aesthetic effect
which could be cumulatively considerable.

Impact: CAQ-1:

The proposed project and related projects would have incremental air quality
effect which could be cumulatively considerable.

Impact: CTRA-1:

The proposed project and related projects would have incremental traffic increase
effect which could be cumulatively considerable.
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