SECTION 5.0: ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS
Introduction to Environmental Analysis
Sections 5.1 through 5.17 of the Draft EIR contain a discussion of the potential environmental impacts
related to the implementation of the proposed Rio Santiago project. This discussion includes information
related to existing site conditions.
Environmental Topics
The potential environmental effects of the project are analyzed in the following topical environmental
issue areas:
•

Aesthetics

•

Land Use and Planning

•

Agricultural and Forestry Resources

•

Mineral Resources

•

Air Quality

•

Noise

•

Biological Resources

•

Population and Housing

•

Cultural Resources

•

Public Services

•

Geology and Soils

•

Recreation

•

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

•

Transportation and Traffic

•

Hazards and Hazardous Materials

•

Utilities and Service Systems

•

Hydrology and Water Quality

Format Used for Impact Analysis
Each of the environmental impact analysis sections contains the following components:
•

Introduction identifies the purpose and authority of the EIR, the scope of the EIR, document
terminology, technical documents prepared for the EIR, lists contact information for key
individuals, and provides locations where the Draft EIR will be available for public review.

•

Existing Environmental Setting identifies and describes the existing on-site physical
environmental conditions existing at the time of publication of the NOP, and which constitute the
baseline physical conditions that assist in determining whether an impact is significant.

•

Regulatory Setting identifies those regulations that are applicable to a particular subject matter.
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•

Significance Thresholds identifies thresholds from Appendix G of the State CEQA Guidelines,
or other published documentation that assists in a determination of whether an impact is
significant. The City’s local CEQA Guidelines added thresholds of significance related to the
Hydrology and Water Quality topical environmental issue area. The City has not adopted
vibration impact criteria for construction-related vibration levels. The Federal Transit
Administration groundborne noise and vibration impact thresholds were used in the analysis of
vibration impacts. The remainder of the thresholds of significance used is contained in Appendix
G of the State CEQA Guidelines.

•

Evaluation of Potential Project Impacts describes environmental changes to the existing
physical conditions that may occur if the proposed project is implemented, and evaluate these
changes with respect to the thresholds of significance. Potentially significant impacts are
discussed in this section.

•

Project Design Features are specific design features that have been incorporated into the
proposed project to avoid potential impacts or to reduce potential impacts to a level of
insignificance. In many cases, PDFs represent the project applicant's response to CEQA’s
encouragement to incorporate changes or alterations into the project as part of the project
description to avoid or reduce significant effects on the environment. Therefore, where the PDF
avoids a potential impact or reduces a potential impact to a level of insignificance, the DEIR will
conclude that there is no significant impact and no mitigation will be required. PDFs are not
mitigation measures. However, the project is monitored for PDF implementation so that
significant impacts do not occur.

•

Mitigation Measures identifies those specific measures that may be required of the project by
the Lead Agency in order to: (1) avoid an impact, (2) minimize an impact to a level of
insignificance, (3) rectify an impact by restoration, (4) reduce or eliminate an impact over time by
preservation and maintenance operations, or (5) compensate for the impact by replacing or
providing substitute resources.

•

Level of Significance describes the level of impact significance remaining after mitigation
measures have been implemented.
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