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Environmental Impact Analysis

SECTION 4: ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS
Approach and Method to Environmental Analysis
Sections 4.1 through 4.9 of the Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) contain a discussion
of the potential environmental impacts related to the implementation of the proposed Salem Lutheran
Church and School project.
The environmental analysis evaluates the change to the environmental baseline conditions resulting
from implementing the proposed project in combination with the significance thresholds. This
method is commonly known as the “delta method” of environmental analysis.
Environmental Topics
The potential environmental effects of the project are analyzed in the following topical environmental
issue:
• Aesthetics (Section 4.1)

• Land Use / Planning (Section 4.6)

• Air Quality (Section 4.2)

• Noise (Section 4.7)

• Greenhouse Gas Emissions (Section 4.3)

• Transportation / Traffic (Section 4.8)

• Hazards & Hazardous Materials (Section 4.4)

• Utilities / Service Systems (Section 4.9)

• Hydrology / Water Quality (Section 4.5)

Format Used for Impact Analysis
Each of the topical environmental impact analysis sections contains the following components:
• Introduction identifies the purpose of the topical environmental issue and sources used in
support of the environmental impact analysis.
• Environmental Setting describes the existing onsite physical environmental conditions
existing at the time of publication of the Notice of Preparation (NOP), and which constitute the
baseline physical conditions that assist in determining whether an impact is significant. This
section also describes the regional and site vicinity setting.
• Regulatory Setting identifies those set of regulations that are applicable a particular area.
• Significance Thresholds identifies thresholds from Appendix G of the State California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, the City’s Local CEQA Guidelines, or other
published documentation that assists in a determination of whether an impact is significant.
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The City has not adopted a significance threshold for construction-related vibration levels. The
Federal Transit Administration groundborne noise and vibration impact thresholds were used
in the analysis of vibration impacts.
The City’s significance thresholds contained in its Local CEQA Guidelines reflect the March
2010 revisions to Guidelines Appendix G by the Resources Agency with the following
exceptions:
- Agriculture and Forest Resources Topical Environmental Issue: significance threshold “e”
deleted from the threshold language the conversion of forest land to non-forest use.
- Hydrology and Water Quality Topical Environmental Issue: six significance thresholds were
added to this topical environmental issue for consistency with the 4th Term MS4 Storm
Water Permit approved in 2009 from the Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board.
Section 4.5.4 of the Hydrology and Water Quality section identifies these thresholds as “k”
through “p.”
- Public Services Topical Environmental Issue: significance threshold “a” was slightly
reworded but did not change the threshold.
- Transportation / Traffic Topical Environmental Issue: significance threshold “f” added
language related to alternative transportation.
- Utilities and Service Systems Topical Environmental Issue: significance threshold “b” was
expanded to add collection facilities to treatment facilities.
• Project Impacts describes environmental changes to the existing physical conditions that may
occur if the proposed project is implemented, and evaluate these changes with respect to the
significance thresholds. Potentially significant impacts are discussed in this section and
organized according impact statements that correspond to State CEQA Guidelines and the
City’s Local CEQA Guidelines significance thresholds. Each impact statement is assigned a
unique Draft EIR Impact Number. This section also lists impacts determined by the Initial
Study to be less than significant.
• Mitigation Measures identifies those specific measures that may be required of the project by
the Lead Agency in order to: (1) avoid an impact, (2) minimize an impact to a level of
insignificance, (3) rectify an impact by restoration, (4) reduce or eliminate an impact over time
by preservation and maintenance operations, or (5) compensate for the impact by replacing or
providing substitute resources.
• Level of Significance after Mitigation describes the level of impact significance remaining
after mitigation measures have been implemented.
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