
VICTORIAN STYLE  1886 - 1910 
 
A grand style that remains a monument to the machine age. Jigsaws were used to produce a 
variety of shingles, trim and fret work that resulted in the elaborate architectural 
ornamentation for which Victorians are best known. Most of the Victorian-era homes in Orange 
are one and two story Folk Victorian rather than the classic Queen Anne style with its turrets 
and decorative spindle work. Folk Victorian homes in Orange were more closely aligned with 
Gothic and Stick styles in their orderly use of gingerbread and decorative trims. 
 
 
CHARACTERISTICS 
 
Structural Form 

Square, symmetrical shape 
One to two stories in height 
Vertical emphasis or massing 
Porches with spindle work or flat  

jig-saw cut trim 
 
Roof 

If one story—low-pitched, pyramid roof 
If two story—steeply pitched roof 
Decorative barge boards along gables 
Brackets under the eaves 
Usually several gables and/or side wings 

 
Windows and Doors 

Windows have vertical emphasis 
Pediments over windows 
Doors often have transoms 
Frequent use of bay windows 

 
Materials 

Wood exterior with shiplap siding 
Frequently has decorative shingles 
Elaborate porch railings and turned posts 

 
Additional Features 

Tall decorative chimney 
Patterned gable work 
Sawn and turned wood detail 
Turned spindle work 
Ornamental brackets 

 


