
MEDITERRANEAN STYLE  1920 - 1935 
 
Mediterranean house styles were built in the early part of the 20th century when Revival 
styles were popular. A new building material, stucco, was particularly well suited for 
Spanish architecture and the closely related Mission and Pueblo styles of the Southwest 
and West. A romantic style born at a time when Californians were entranced with foreign 
lands. Though the Mediterranean is the most prevalent Period Revival style in Orange, this 
architectural era also produced Tudor Revival, Normandy Revival and Provincial Revival 
homes. Asymmetrical façades, irregular, one and two-story plans, and varied forms 
characterize this style. Features include polygonal or square towers and projecting bays 
and wings, elaborate and formal door openings, low-pitched red-tiled hip roofs, small-paned 
casement windows, porches with low stuccoed walls, smooth white plastered walls, and 
extensive decoration including plaster or cast concrete columns, pilasters, urns, etc 
 
 
CHARACTERISTICS 
 
Structural Form 

Rectangular or L-plan  
Horizontal massing 
Predominately one-story 
Asymmetrical with front porch 
Arcades with arched openings 
 

Roof 
Low pitched roof or flat roof with parapet 
Roofing with clay tiles 

 
Windows and Doors 

Doors & windows are frequently arched 
Window deeply recessed giving an 

appearance of thick walls 
 

Materials 
Exterior stucco walls 
Occasional use of colored ceramic tiles  

for ornamentation 
 

Additional Features 
Arched openings 
Occasional use of wrought iron 
Patterned tiles 
Recessed entry 


