
CRAFTSMAN STYLE  1909 - 1918 
An early style considered native to the California architectural tradition. Use of natural 
materials (wood and river stone) in a manner meant to harmonize with the easy flow of 
nature is characteristic of these low-profile homes. The Craftsman style usually has one or 
one and one-half stories and gently pitched broad gable roofs. They often have multiple 
gabled roofs, with a large gable area over the main portion of the dwelling and smaller 
gables over porches or partial second stories. The Craftsman style usually has a large porch 
that extends across the entire front of the house. Tapered stone or brick piers support the 
roof of the porch. Craftsman buildings often have multiple gabled roofs with a large gable 
area over the main portion of the building.  
 
 
CHARACTERISTICS 
 
Structural Form 

Rectangular plan  
Horizontal massing 
Stories range from 1, 1-1/2 and 2 story 
Asymmetrical with large front porch 

Roof 
Low-pitched with gables on several angles 
Extended wide eaves 
Exposed rafters and roof brackets 
Dormers that follow the line of the roof 

 
Windows and Doors 

One-over-one, double-hung windows, or 
one-light, fixed window; fixed transom 

Prominent lintels and sills 
Wooden doors with panels and windows  

in the upper third 
Windows grouped in twos and threes with  

horizontal emphasis 
 

Materials 
Exterior clapboard siding 
Wooden shingles or shakes and stucco 
 

Additional Features  
Gable venting 
Porch supported by elephantine piers or 

wide posts 
Wing walls from the porch 


